
Series:  Exploring Exodus: Redemption from the Depths to Glory  
Text: Exodus 21:28-22:15 
Title: The Book of the Covenant, Pt. II 
2 principles 
Both testaments emphasize the need for personal responsibility in all matters.  Lack of responsibility; victim syndrome; passing the 

buck; lying; etc., prevalent in today's culture. Contrast Ps 32:1-5; 1 Jn 1:9. Such societies are cursed, Pro 17:15.  Christians called to 
uphold this standard.  Restitution made as instructed.  Not enough to say I'm sorry; it was an accident; please forgive me; in wrong 

place at wrong time.  Detailed instructions removed doubt re Yahweh's will.  Confirmed divine grace, desire for fellowship, worship.     

I. PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR CRIMINAL NEGLIGENCE   21:28-36 
Focus=response to injury and death caused by dangerous oxen. 

 A. HUMAN DEATH CAUSED BY A GORING OX    28-32 

28- owner not responsible; animal stoned to death, unclean for consumption.  29- both unheeding owner and ox to be killed, fulfilling 

Gen 9:5.  30- ransom permissible.  31-32- principle of injury for injury continues with adjustments.  Recall Zech 11:12; Mt 26:15 

 B. CARELESSNESS NOT INVOLVING DEATH     33-34     

21:33-22:15 = laws pertaining to retribution.   Peace restored through payment, Josh 10:1; etc.  See below. 

 C.  DEATH OF ANIMAL CAUSED BY GORING OX     35-36 

Distinctions between animal and human death; between unpredictable and preventable loss.  33-36: we're responsible for 

what we do as well as for what we do not do  

II. PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR DAMAGED PROPERTY   22:1-15 
Introduction: wide range of cases involving loss or damage to property.  As such, deals with many aspects of economic interaction 
among God's covenant people.  General aim = restitution and/or compensation and consequently, the restoration of relationships and 

covenant shalom.  Verbs pay, repay, make restitution, surely pay and make full restitution (found in the Hebrew of 21:34, 36[twice]; 

22:1, 3 [twice] 4-5, 6 [twice] 7, 9-11, 13, 14 [twice] 15) are related to the verb sh¹l¢m from shalom, which means full-orbed peace, 

wholeness, completeness, well-being, prosperity, etc.   Punishment required in some cases Illustrate need for deterrence.    Instill 
respect, responsibility for neighbor's property at an early age.  Today, stealing, damaging, ruining others' property, many times 

involving murder, very commonplace.   No shalom in our depraved culture because no Prince of Peace rules in hearts, lives of men.  
Church is a safe, sanctified haven demonstrating and practicing covenant shalom.  Rom 5:1; Eph 2:11-19 

 A. THEFT OF ANIMALS      1-4 
2-3a-self-defense and property defense against robbers caught red-handed.  Concern for human life (including a thief's) placed above 
need for financial restitution. Property crimes never punished by death in OT law.  Multiple repayment = deterrent? 

   B. DAMAGE TO CROPS      5-6    
Chief concern = restoring victim with value lost not punishment to one causing loss. 

 C.  CONFLICTING PROPERTY CLAIMS     7-15   

7-8 – responsibility for items entrusted 
9- the principle: in case of property ownership dispute, divine judgment requires double compensation the wronged party.   

10-13- responsibility for animals entrusted.  If animal dies, etc., due to "ordinary" circumstances, the keeper's innocence to be 
established by divine judgment, v. 9.   No restitution here or if animal torn, etc., by wild beasts. 

14-15 – responsibility for animals borrowed.  Borrower has greater responsibility than one asked by owner to keep his animal.  
Restitution dependent on owner's presence or absence.  Consider Jesus who never stole, etc., 2 Cor 5:21; etc., and had no need to 

repay, but who paid the ransom for our sin in our place, Mt 20:28; 1 Tim 2:6; Tit 2:14 
  

  

 


